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the sums so collected yield a handsome revenue
to the Turks.

I will here introduce an anecdote which
proves the value certain individuals set on the
zeearut (sacred visit) to Kraabaallah, which I
have received from my revered pilgrim-friend
and relative.

"Amongst the applicants for admission at
the gates of Kraabaallah, was ,an aged woman
clothed in ragged garments. The gatekeeper,
judging from her appearance, that she was des-
titute of money, scoffed at her presumption;
she, however, produced the price of admission
with much confidence of manner, and demanded
entrance without further delay. The keepers
now suspected the old woman to be a thief,
and commenced interrogating her how she
became possessed of so large a sum. The
poor old woman answered them, ' I have
laboured hard for thirty years at my spinning-
wheel, and have debarred myself during those
years of all superfluities* contenting myself with
a bare subsistence; I have done this that the
dearest wish of my heart might once in my life-